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EditorialWhat’s in a Name?In this issue of Neuron, you will find two exciting studies that describe new research tools for the neuroscience community. The first
paper, from Chris Ponting’s lab, reports a new quantitative genome-wide transcriptome map of the adult mouse neocortical layers.
The second paper, from Ed Callaway’s lab, extends their recent publications onmethods for tracing neuronal circuits with monosyn-
aptic pseudotyped rabies virus and now presents a new collection of rabies viruses expressing useful neuroscience tools for labeling
and manipulating circuits. These two exciting papers are the first papers in our NeuroResource format, which relaunches Neuron’s
Neurotechnique format with a new name and an expanded scope.
In recent years, we’ve seen an explosion of new techniques andmethods in neuroscience, and one area that has seen rapid devel-
opment is high-throughput biology, including the various omics—genomics, proteomics, transcriptomics, and let’s not forget con-
nectomics. These new approaches have in many cases generated data sets that are important tools for the field yet don’t necessarily
fit neatly into the category of ‘‘techniques’’ or ‘‘methods.’’ Likewise, over the years, powerful molecular approaches have led to
awealth of new resources (for instance, new lines of transgenicmice or collections of RNAi lines) that, while perhaps not conceptually
or technically novel approaches per se, nonetheless are useful tools and provide an important foundation for future research. In
recognition of these shifts and expansions in the field’s toolbox we have also evolved our scope, and with this issue we are relaunch-
ing our Neurotechnique format as NeuroResources to reflect this change.Neuron launched the Neurotechnique format back in 1995,
with the aim of providing a venue for showcasing exciting new techniques, and over the years has covered a broad array of methods
and tools in a variety of fields. In celebration of Neurotechniques and the relaunch as NeuroResources, we have now collected on our
website some of our most popular Neurotechniques from the archives. You might still ask why we are changing the name of
a successful format like Neurotechniques. We debated this issue long and hard, and at the end of the day we felt that in expanding
the scope of the Neurotechnique format we also wanted a name that accurately reflects the full vision and scope of the format. In both
paying homage to the Neurotechnique format and incorporating ‘‘Resource’’ in the title, the new NeuroResource format brings
together the best of both worlds.
In considering submissions for the NeuroResource format, we will still apply the same high standards and rigor that have made the
Neurotechnique format such a success. Studies should be of the highest technical quality and should present a novel technique, tool,
or resource that is applicable to a broad range of questions and that will provide inroads into important questions in neuroscience. For
more specific information and criteria for the NeuroResource format, see our Instructions to Authors (http://www.cell.com/neuron/
authors). As always, if you would like feedback on a paper that you think may be a good fit for this format, we invite you to send a pre-
submission inquiry to neuron@cell.com.d d d d dSpeaking of names, does Active Zone ring a bell? Those of you paying close attention to your email inboxes over the last several
months may know that Cell Press has launched a new e-newsletter—Active Zone—featuring neuroscience content from across
the Cell Press and Trends titles and beyond. Each issue is put together by editors from Neuron, Cell, Current Biology, and Trends
journals including Trends in Cognitive Sciences and Trends in Neurosciences, with the aim of spotlighting what we think is interesting,
exciting, and fun about neuroscience today.
If you are not already receiving the newsletter, we hope you will subscribe. You can browse past issues and sign up to receive new
issues at http://www.cell.com/neuron/activezone. In the August issue, we invited scientific luminaries Mike Greenberg, Virginia Lee,
Lily and Yuh-Nung Jan, and Yasushi Miyashita to give us their pick for ‘‘game changer’’ papers in their field. We also look back on
some of the exciting work in the area of chemical senses and, as we do in each issue, bring you loads of neuroscience-related
research and review content from Cell Press—all freely accessible via the links in Active Zone. Check out the Active Zone website
and stay tuned for the next issue in early September. You can also follow Active Zone on Twitter @NeuroCellPress. We are eager
for feedback and ideas for what you’d like to see in Active Zone, so drop us a line at neuron@cell.com.DOI 10.1016/j.neuron.2011.08.004Neuron 71, August 25, 2011 ª2011 Elsevier Inc. 565
